
DOLLMAKERS  
INVADE KANSAS CITY!
“It’s an All-or-Nothing Doll Fest!” “	ere is no escape!”

We are so excited for 
you to experience the 
beauty of the historic 
Hotel Phillips; discover 
the fascinating history 

of Kansas City, and most importantly; 
delight in the extraordinary art dolls created 
by NIADA Artists.

Gallery Night officially opens the 
conference with a period-costume cocktail 
hour and the melodic voice of our own Pat 
Gould! Following morning programs on 
Friday, we are all invited to an exclusive 
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Welcome to Kansas City!
CINDEE MOYER, Conference Co-Chair

luncheon at the home of NIADA Patron 
Diana Rew. The awe-inspiring van craig,  
our multi-talented keynote speaker, tops 
off the day.

On Saturday we introduce our Mini-
Masters: make-and-takes taught by NIADA 
Artists and offered to registrants only, 
followed by Critique sessions and some free 
time to wander the city. And don’t forget 
to visit our vendor, Jennifer Osner for some 
fabulous vintage fabrics and trims! Our annual 
banquet is in the evening, where we will have 
some special souvenirs created by several 

NIADA Artists and surprises fit for the era!
My personal favorite comes on Sunday, 

the annual NIADA Artists Exhibition and 
Sale. Each year, I am truly amazed at 
the creativity, workmanship, individuality 
and inspiration by this unique family of 
artists.  Don’t miss this limited opportunity 
to see the work of so many NIADA Artists 
in one location.

With things to do, people to see and 
places to go, we hope that the 2019 NIADA 
Conference is the ‘Bees Knees’! Thank you 
for coming.
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For your information
TO HELP YOU ENJOY THE CONFERENCE

Conference Registration List
You will receive a list of all people attending the 
conference, as well as contact information. Please 
report any corrections to the registration desk.

Name Badges
Your name badge will admit you into all of the events 
including the Banquet on Saturday night. Remember 
to wear it to all the conference activities.
PATRON BADGE ART: Jodi & Richard Creager
VISITING ARTISTS: Anastasia Yanovskaya, 
MALE PATRONS AND FRIENDS:  JoEllen Trilling.

Volunteers
We welcome and encourage all registrants 
who would like to get involved with the 
conference to pitch in wherever needed. 
Extra hands are always appreciated!

Raffle Tickets
Helper Raffle tickets are $1.00 each, 
6 for $5.00, 13 for $10.00 or 30 for 
$20.00. The drawing for winners 
will be held during the Saturday 
evening Banquet.

Helper Room
There will be a ‘Helper Room’ with 
dolls and doll-related items created by 
NIADA Artists or donated by NIADA 
Patrons and raffled to the registrants. There will be limited times to peruse the items 
and purchase tickets during the course of each day, so plan accordingly. Occasionally new 

items arrive after the Helper Room has started displaying so be sure to check often. 

Welcome, everyone, to the beautiful Hotel Phillips! Each new conference yields 
up new opportunities; kaleidoscopic reconfigurations of new and familiar faces, 
aligning talents and juxtaposing energies in fresh and inspiring ways to redefine 
this annual celebration of our art form. I’m always amazed by how my expectations 
are met and morphed into new visions and hopes for this treasured institution.

I think I can say, without stealing any thunder, that our Conference Chairs Cindee 
Moyer, Gracie Coleman, Chris Chomick and their imaginative team have collaborated 

on a spectacularly engaging conference, and I will confess that the updates they’ve been sharing on social 
media and the conference chatline have me tingling with anticipation!

There’s a little something for everyone at this year’s line-up, packed festively 
into the fringed, mad-capped subtext of prohibition-era middle-American 
defiance, with its cheeky cocktail names like ‘Sidecar, Rickey, Highball and the 
Bee’s Knees.’ Even if you’ve never partaken of these once-forbidden elixirs, you 
can’t help but be charmed by their implicit playfulness and willful freedom in the 
face of adversity.

Every detail of this year’s event has been thoughtfully composed around the 
character of our lovely venue, and the ‘speakeasy’ spirit that defined its heyday. Please 
join me in thanking our fabulous conference team for all their hard work! Cheers!

President’s Welcome, Kansas City 2019
CONNIE SMITH, NIADA President

NIADA 2019
Conference Committee

CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS
Cindee Moyer, Gracie Coleman

& Chris Chomick

CONFERENCE TEAM
Barbara Campbell

Dustin Poché

REGISTRAR
Lillian Hopkins

DOLLMAKING SCHOOL 
Gayle Griffith

CRITIQUE REGISTRAR
Leslie O’Leary

MINI-MASTERS REGISTRAR
Pat Gould

HELPERS
  Christine Shively Benjamin

FLEA MARKET
  Sharrie Wing

PAYPAL LIAISON
Stephanie Blythe

BOARD AND OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Connie Smith

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Tatiana Baeva

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
Cindee Moyer

TREASURER
Larry Blount

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Tanya Marriott

PATRON DIRECTOR
Stephanie Reese

DIRECTOR AT LARGE 
Stephanie Blythe

SECRETARY
Ginger Roberts

STANDARDS 
COMMITTEE CHAIR

Marlaine Verhelst

STANDARDS ASSISTANT
Neva Waldt

The National Institute of American 
Doll Artists (NIADA), is a vibrant, 
international organization of artists 
and patrons dedicated to the art of 
the contemporary doll.

Founded by four American artists in 
1963 with the purpose of promoting 
the art of the original handmade 
doll, NIADA today comprises more 
than 60 peer-elected artists and 
supportive patrons who gather 
annually with visiting dollmakers 
and doll lovers to learn from each 
other and to share their work. 

CONTACT US: 
niada@niada.org

KANSAS CITY GANG: 

Conference Co-Chairs  Cindee Moyer,  Gracie Coleman and 

Chris Chomick  COHORTS: Barbara Campbell, Dustin Poché; 

REGISTRARS: Gayle Griffith, Lillian Hopkins, Leslie O’Leary.

NIADA CHRONICLE DESIGN: Chris Chomick
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 -entrepreneur
 -artist, designer 
 -sculptor, painter
 -costume builder
 -fifth avenue holiday window 

                figure/costume creator
 -theatergoer 
 -former Broadway dancer
 -conservationist of rare and 

                 lost 1920s Broadway  
                 production photos

 -life time student 
 -mentor, avid reader 

 -seeker of truth
 -and philanthropist.

van craig was influenced 
by the art deco period at
 a very young age and 
throughout his career.

With studies and 
background in design and the 

performing arts: both on and off 
stage he found himself as a New 

York Soho Gallery artist exploring 
his interpretation of the human form and 
developing into a creative entrepreneur.

He will share how he took a combination 
of the above and was able to reinvent 
them into a viable and interesting career. 
He is currently working to become 
an author and illustrator and major 
animation film concept creator, with the 
goal of generating job opportunities for 
innumerable creative people.

van craig is honored to share:

 -his journey 
 -his passion
 -his work
 -his story 
 -his encouragement
 -his love for the ART DOLL.

And how he has survived and 
thrived for more than three decades 
in the heart of New York City.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

vancraig



NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF A MERICA N DOLL ARTISTS NIADA 2019 A NNUAL CONFERENCE  •  NIADA.ORG  

T HE N I A DA CHRON ICL E  •   K A NSA S CI T Y EDI T ION T HU R SDAY, J U LY 18TH  -  SU N DAY, J U LY 21ST,  2019

EVENTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

NIADA Artists Gallery Night
Hotel Phillips Crystal Ballroom 

Thurs. July 18th @ 7:00-9:00pm, Cocktail Hour @ 6:00pm

NIADA Artists Exhibition and Sale
Hotel Phillips Crystal Mezzanine 

Sunday, July 21st @ 11:00am-4:00pm

PROGRAM

Donna Moore, Toy Designer
Based in Kansas City, Donna Moore became one of the most 

prolific toy designers of the late 20th century. As a designer at 
Hallmark, Determined Productions and as co-founder of a toy 
company -- Market Works Designs, she created iconic character dolls 

that delighted a generation of children. 
Donna went on to fame creating 
licensed character dolls including the 
Beatles’ Sgt. Pepper dolls, which were 
officially licensed by the band. 

Her signature Jack-In-The-Box 
has been featured on the big screen 
and has sat on every toy store shelf. 
Donna was behind some of the plastic 
toys in Wendy’s, and her stuffed toys 
have been featured in movies such as 

Stripes, Freddy Kruger, Mr. Magorium’s Wonder Emporium and 
numerous others. To the delight of children all over the world, Donna 
has helped to shape the creative history of the toy and doll industry.
Donna will share:

• her journey • her inspiration • her design process 
• and the stories behind some of her most popular toys.

PROGRAM

Twenties Fashion with 
Historic References
Marlaine Verhelst, NIADA Artist

The Museum of Textiles in the 
Netherlands where NIADA Artist 
Marlaine Verhelst serves as a tour 
guide, held a recent exhibition 
entitled, “The Jazz Age.”  The 
exhibition was organized by a British 
fashion museum and showcased 
fashions from the Twenties, primarily 
from London. This dynamic era represented a time of great social, 
political and economic change reflected in fashion, and was the birth 
of the independent woman free to do and dress as she pleased. The 

illustration (right) is by female artist Gordon Conway 
who was originally from Texas. 

PROGRAM

Visiting Artists 10 x 12
Shelley Thornton, NIADA Artist

Twelve Visiting Artists will have an 
opportunity to introduce their dolls to all NIADA 

Conference attendees in a special program in which 
each participant will show ten projected images of their work.

Each photo will be allotted twenty seconds for artists to add their 
description or commentary. This is an annual event. If you would 
like to be a part of this program at our next conference, plan now to 
send photos of your work for next year!

Conference Programs, Events & Exhibitions
SATURDAY EXCURSION

The National Museum of Toys and Miniatures 
Educates, inspires, and delights adults and children through the 
museum’s collection and preservation of toys and miniatures. 
Self-guided: Tour the museum at your leisure. (60-90 minutes)
Location: 5325 Oak Street  ADMISSION: $5.00
Discount: NIADA conferees will receive a 5% discount for 
purchases made at the Museum Store (notify cashier at checkout).
RideKC Bus: Meet Lillian Hopkins in the Lobby at 9:00am for a 
9:15 departure. Bus fare is $1.50. Sign-up at the Registration Desk.

3 HOUR SATURDAY MINI-MASTERS

She Bee
Leslie O’Leary, NIADA Artist
The bee symbolizes community, brightness 
and personal power! Leslie is known for her 
custom dyed fabrics and paper.  Students 
will create their own bee ‘totem’ bust using 
a unique blend of different mediums, hand-
dyed cotton Italian crepe paper and velum.

Appropriate Shoes 
Neva Waldt, NIADA Artist
Learn the ins and outs on how to make 
appropriate and believable shoes that 
enhance the character of your doll. 
Discussions about the shape of the basic 
foot. Students will jump into the specifics of 
designing your own shoe. Scale, style, soles, 
materials and finishes will be covered.

Anya, the Sun Goddess
Lesley Keeble, NIADA Artist
Cornhusk dolls were beloved playmates for 
children in many cultures.  Using traditional 
wet-husk techniques students learn to make 
a costumed doll form. 

Make a Hand Armature 
with Poseable Fingers 
Dustin Poché, NIADA Artist
Dustin will show you how to make the 
hand armature and demonstrate how to add 
knuckles and dip the armatures.  
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Conference Schedule      Events are open to ALL attendees unless noted (N) NIADA Members only

THURSDAY - JULY 18TH

(N) 9:00–12:00pm .....NIADA Artist Meeting .......................... Crystal Ballroom

(N) 12:00–1:00pm......NIADA Artist/Patron luncheon ............ Midland Room

(N) 1:15–3:30pm.........NIADA Patron Meeting ......................... Crystal Ballroom

10:00–11:00am ...........Conference registration ......................... Crystal Foyer

11:00–5:00pm ............Jennifer Osner Antique Textiles ............ Lyric Room

4:00–5:00pm .............Gallery Night setup, Helper setup* ....... Crystal Ballroom

4:00–5:00pm .............Late Conference registration ................. Phillips Foyer

6:00–6:30pm .............Vocalist Patricia Gould .......................... Mezzanine

Appetizers  |  Pink Temperance Cocktail  |  Cash Bar

6:30–9:00pm .............NIADA ARTISTS GALLERY NIGHT..... Crystal Ballroom

FRIDAY - JULY 19TH

7:00–8:00am .............On-The-Go Boxed Breakfast ................. Regency Room

9:00–12:00pm ............Photographer Lloyd Wilson ................... Heartland

Helper Room open ................................ Phillips Room

9:00–6:00pm .............Jennifer Osner Antique Textiles ............ Lyric Room

9:00-12:00pm .............CONFERENCE PROGRAMS: .................. Phillips Room

9:00–10:00am ............Toy Designer - Donna Moore

10:00–11:00am ...........Twenties Fashion - Marlaine Verhelst

11:00–12:00pm ...........Visiting Artist 10×12 - Shelley Thornton

12:00-12:30pm ...........TRANSPORT: Leave for Luncheon ........ Hotel Lobby

1:00–2:30pm ..............LUNCHEON: Home of NIADA Patron Diana Rew

3:00–6:00pm .............Photographer Lloyd Wilson ................... Heartland

Helper Room open ................................ Phillips Room

FREE TIME: ...............Explore Kansas City Places of Interest

Dinner on your own

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

6:00–6:30pm .............Pre-Keynote Dessert treats ................... Phillips Foyer

6:30– 7:00pm ............. Intro to van craig by Dustin Poché

7:00–9:00pm .............Keynote Speaker van craig ................. Phillips Room

9:00–LATE .................FIRESIDE CHAT: Legend & Legacy ...... Mezzanine

SATURDAY -  JULY 20TH

7:00–8:00am ......... Continental Breakfast .................................... Regency Room

9:00–12:00pm ........ MINI-MASTER CLASSES: ...........................Regency Room

 ~ She Bee - Leslie O’Leary

 ~ Appropriate Shoes - Neva Waldt

 ~ Anya, the Sun Goddess - Lesley Keeble

 ~ Posable Hand Armature - Dustin Poché

9:00-9:15am ........... RIDEKC BUS: Leave for Toy Museum .......... Hotel Lobby

9:45–12:00pm ........ EXCURSION: National Museum of Toys & Miniatures

9:00-1:00pm .......... EXHIBIT: ‘Prohibition’ Challenge Doll .......... Phillips Room

9:00–4:00pm ......... Helper Room open .......................................... Phillips Room

9:00–5:00pm ......... EXHIBIT: Visiting Artists Critique Dolls ...... Phillips Room

Photographer Lloyd Wilson ..........................Heartland

Jennifer Osner Antique Textiles ...................Lyric Room

12:00–1:00pm ........ Lunch on your own

1:00–3:30pm .......... VISITING ARTISTS CRITIQUES ..................... Phillips Room

3:30–4:30pm ..........Flea Market ..................................................... Midland Room

FREE TIME: ........... Explore Kansas City Places of Interest

6:30–7:00pm .......... Pre-Banquet Cocktails (Cash Bar) ................. PS Speakeasy

7:00-10:00pm ......... CONFERENCE BANQUET BUFFET ................ Regency Room

Helper drawing  |  Souvenir & Centerpiece presentations

SUNDAY - JULY 21ST

7:00–8:00am ......... On-The-Go Boxed Breakfast .......................... Regency Room

8:00-10:00am ......... NIADA Artists Exhibition setup* .................. Crystal Mezz

NIADA ARTISTS EXHIBITION & SALE

10:00am .................. Open to NIADA Patrons ................................. Crystal Mezz

11:00–4:00pm ........ Open to Attendees and Public

4:00-5:00pm .......... Tear down NIADA Artists Exhibition

(N) 6:00-8:00pm ... NIADA Officers Board Meeting ..................... Empire Room

FOR YOUR SAFETY
You don’t want your butter 
and eggs or your horn nicked.
   Keep personal belongings 
secure and don’t leave purses, 

cellphones, IDs, etc. unsecured in meeting rooms.

Cheese your orchids – keep your ice, 
oyster fruit and valuables in a box.
   Consider putting  jewelry and other valuables 
in hotel safes.

Be hip to the jive about flophouse safety.
   Use auxiliary locks on your hotel room door 
and review safety materials in your room.

Don’t dust out of the joint, show your moniker 
and get behind the eight ball as a rube.
   Remove your name badge if you leave the hotel.  
It’s a sign that you’re from out-of-town and might 
be an easy mark.

When you scram out, go with other chicks 
and birds.  And, you can save some dough 
if you split the hack or jitney nickel too. 
   Use the buddy-system. There is safety in 
numbers so if you’re going to explore the area 
go in small groups. It’s also more economical 
to split taxi fees.

It’s better to get your lettuce and cabbage inside 
a bank or building so you don’t get nicked.
   Use good judgement if withdrawing money 
from ATMS. Avoid outdoor ATMs where possible.

Be a wise head and know your onions. If it 
seems hinky, or gives you the heebie-jeebies,  
just scram.
   Be observant about your surroundings and 
follow your intuition.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:
Call the Law or the meat wagon: Dial 911 
on the horn.

Because we want you all to have a swell time at the 2019 NIADA Conference and keep things copacetic as 
you explore this great city, please take note of these safety precautions and don’t take any wooden nickels: 

*HELP! VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
We welcome and encourage all registrants who would like to 
get involved with the Conference to pitch-in where needed.

Extra hands are always appreciated!mWe hope you have a Swell Time!N
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Explore Kansas City
DOWNTOWN TRANSIT
RideKC STREETCAR

Free to ride within the 2 mile route of downtown.
Power & Light Stops: arrivals.kcstreetcar.org/plnpls 
WEB: kcstreetcar.org/route-map/

KANSAS CITY JAZZ
“Paris of the Plains” where Jazz came 
of age. Hear live Jazz music at:

GREEN LADY LOUNGE Retro vibe
LOCATION: 1809 Grand Blvd
WEB: greenladylounge.com

BLACK DOLPHIN Sister club to Green Lady
WEB: blackdolphinlounge.com

THE PHOENIX JAZZ CLUB 
Former Speakeasy  WEB: thephoenixkc.com

MUSEUMS & PLACES OF INTEREST
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF TOYS AND 
MINIATURES Educates, inspires, and delights 
adults and children through the museum’s collection 
and preservation of toys and miniatures. 72,000 
pieces on display & world’s largest miniature 
collection. ADMISSION: $5.00
LOCATION: 5325 Oak Street
WEB: toyandminiaturemuseum.org

NOIR ARTS AND ODDITITES 
A creepy but cool boutique. Eclectic 
blend of Victorian charm and 
macabre curiosity.
LOCATION: 1101 Mulberry Street
WEB: noirartsandoddities.com/

UFDC DOLL MUSEUM
United Federation of Doll Clubs Headquarters 
Museum Dolls and related items, special exhibits,
LOCATION: 10900 Pomona Ave. (by KC Int. Airport)
WEB: ufdc.org   PH: 816 891-7040  
HOURS: 10:00-4:00pm Mon-Fri  Sat 12-4 by appt.
ADMISSION: free UFDC members, $4 non-members

CROWN CENTER DISTRICT

HALLMARK VISITOR CENTER
Meet the creators of some of Hallmark’s most 
popular products. On most days (Monday-Friday) 
1-2 p.m. a writer, illustrator, designer, photographer 
or sculptor will be at the Hallmark Live exhibit.
LOCATION: Crown Center 2450 Grand Blvd. 
WEB: corporate.hallmark.com  PH: 816 274-3613
HOURS: Mon-Sat 9:30am to 4:00pm
ADMISSION:  Free

UNION STATION KANSAS CITY
“Architectural masterpiece”, permanent rail exhibit 
“KC Rail Experience”, Amtrak stop
LOCATION: 30 W Pershing Rd.
WEB: unionstation.org  PH: 816 460-2000

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST
Kansas City is home to numerous museums:
- Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art
- The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art
- National World War I Museum
- American Jazz + Negro League Baseball Museums
- Harry S. Truman Presidential Library & Museum

EAT & DRINK
KANSAS CITY POWER & LIGHT DISTRICT

COSENTINO’S MARKET 
Grocery store. Fresh produce, prepared foods.
LOCATION: 10 E 13th St.   PH: 816 595-0050
WEB: cosentinosmarket.com (downtown)

SILVER SPOON CAFE  $
Old-school counter-service joint. Classic American 
comfort food, breakfast, quick bite, fast service. 
LOCATION: 7120 W 12th Street  PH: 816 221-9998
WEB: thesilverspooncafe.com

ZAINA MEDITERRANEAN CUISINE  $
Counter serve offering gyros, falafel & other staples. 
LOCATION: 1108 Grand Blvd.  PH: 816 842-1800
WEB: zainakcmo.com 

KALDI’S COFFEE  $
LOCATION: 1201 Main St. PH: 474-9889
WEB: kaldiscoffee.com

JASON’S DELI  $$
Deli chain featuring breakfast, sandwiches,  salad 
bar & health-conscious fare. Vegetarian options.
LOCATION: 1100 Main St. #101  PH: 816 842-6655
WEB: jasonsdeli.com

THE MIXX - SANDWICH SHOP  $$
Bright cafeteria-style venue offers signature & 
make-your-own salads, plus sandwiches & wraps.
LOCATION: 1347 Main St.   PH: 816 283-0300
WEB: mixxingitup.com

CAFÉ TRIO  $$
Creative American eatery with live piano, a lively 
buzz & a year-round patio overlooking the Plaza.
LOCATION: 4558 Main St. PH: 816 756-3227
WEB: cafetriokc.com 

BAR LOUIE  $$ 
Cocktails, beer, wine
LOCATION: 101 E. 14th St. 
WEB: barlouie.com  PH: 816 841-9100 

INSOMNIA COOKIES  $$
Delivers warm cookies til 3am
LOCATION: 54 E. 14th St   PH: 816 281-1689
WEB: Insomniacookies.com

CROSSROADS ARTS DISTRICT

LIDIA’S RESTAURANT  $$$
Celebrated upscale spot for Northern Italian dining.
LOCATION: 101 W. 22nd St.  PH: 816 221-3722
WEB: idias-kc.com

801 CHOPHOUSE RESTAURANT  $$$$
LOCATION: 71 E. 14th St.  
WEB: 801 chophouse.com (dinner only)

BRISTOL SEAFOOD GRILL  $$$$
LOCATION: 51 E. 14th St.  PH: 816 448-6007
WEB: bristolseafoodgrill.com

KANSAS CITY BARBECUE
For decades, visitors from across the 
globe have come here, drawn in by 
acclaimed Kansas City Barbeque

HOW TO ORDER KC BARBECUE

ARRIVE EARLY – Not every restaurant touts a 
line that runs out the door, but the quickest way to 
satisfy your salivating taste buds is to show up early.

SPEAK LIKE A LOCAL – Get comfortable using 
phrases like “beef on bun” and “Z-Man” (a signature 
brisket provolone sandwich at Joe’s Kansas City).

ORDER BURNT ENDS – A KC rite of passage, this 
charred specialty is the smoky, juicy delicacy that’s 
become a staple of KC’s barbecue culture.

BBQ RESTAURANTS (near Hotel Phillips)

COUNTY ROAD ICE HOUSE  $$
LOCATION: 100 E. 14th St. (0.7 mi. walk) 
WEB: countyroadicehouse.com

JACK STACK BARBEQUE  $$
LOCATION: 101 W. 22nd St. (0.7 mi walk) 
WEB: jackstackbbq.com (Freight House)

PLOWBOYS BARBEQUE  $$
LOCATION: 1111 Main St. (0.9 mi. walk) 
WEB: plowboysbbq.com

THREE LITTLE PIGS  $$$
LOCATION: 2450 Grand Blvd (0.6 mi. walk) 
Crown Center (a streetcar stop) 
WEB: three-little-pigs-bbq.com

NOTE: Hotel Phillips 106 W 12th Street (Zip 64105), is located in the KC Power & Light District
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FRIDAY SPECIAL EVENT - A ROARING GOOD TIME!

Lunch at the home of NIADA Patron Diana Rew
To make our stay in Kansas City even more unforgettable, Diana 

Rew, NIADA Patron, has graciously opened her home to host a catered 
luncheon for NIADA conferees. We will also have the opportunity to 
view her extensive figurative art doll collection and are lucky to be 
affiliated with someone who is willing to share in this intimate way. 
We thank Diana for this immeasurable hospitality and generosity!
Transportation Information

A bus will be available to transport NIADA conferees to Diana’s 
home. Meet in the Hotel Lobby at 12:00 for a 12:30pm departure. 

LUNCHEON HOSTESS

dianarew
On opening day of this year’s annual 

NIADA Conference, Patron Member Diana 
Rew adds another year of service to her 

nearly 30 years of commitment as an ardent collector, and advocate. 
Diana’s love of dolls began with her collection of childhood 
collectibles, a story so familiar to doll enthusiasts. She spoke of 

those early memories, “My dad 
was in the Air Force and would 
bring me dolls when he returned 
home. Despite growing up with 
four brothers, I remained a girly 
girl that my love of dolls readily 
confirmed.” Those childhood 
memories helped shape Diana’s 
future interest in doll making 
and collecting.

The word ‘love’ is heard a 
lot during any conversation 
with Diana about dolls and her 
collection. Her story continued 
with, “when my own daughter 
turned one, I began searching doll 
shops. I fell in love all over again!

“During a trip to Denver, I 
discovered a Helen Kish doll in 
a local shop. It was sold, so the 
owner gave me Helen’s address. 
I wrote to her stating interest in 
purchasing a doll. Along with 
the sale she invited me to the 
upcoming NIADA Conference. 
That first Annual Show & Sale 
was truly ‘love’ at first sight. 
Artist dolls amazed me. Slowly, 
my interest in other types of 
dolls gave way to only include 
figurative art dolls.”

In the early nineties, Diana 
began attending conferences, 
at times accompanied by her 
mother. She soon met fellow 

Patron, Sara Chason, and the three 
started volunteering by selling 
Helper Tickets, and various other 
tasks in support of annual events. 
In 1998, Diana became NIADA’s 
treasurer, in what became a 17-year 
reign involving many duties that 
profoundly affected the continually 
growing and evolving organization. 

Over the ensuing years, her 
family home provided suitable 
settings to display the varied art-
doll collection. Throughout Diana’s 
home, many figures are displayed 
in relevant and, at times, humorous 
arrangements. She spoke to those 
choices, “At first, my interest was 
with adult figures, especially 
those of old people. At that time I wasn’t drawn to fantasy, but that 
slowly changed and now I’m quite fascinated by them, particularly 
Halloween figures. I love dolls with expressions and attitudes 
representative of our world’s complicated ethnicity.”

E
.J. Taylor
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CONFERENCE SOUVENIRS
The 2019 Conference Souvenirs were once again made 

by a variety of NIADA Artists. This year we have done 
something a little different. Several artists have created 
pins in their signature style and each banquet attendee 
will receive one of the pins – and a few other special gifts!

Additionally, ten of the souvenir artists have created 
a small doll which has been gift wrapped and will be 
placed in the center of each table. Each place setting 
has a number preassigned.  With a roll of a pair of gold 
dice, the winning number wins the centerpiece doll! The 
souvenir pin designs and the centerpiece doll designs 
will remain secret until the banquet.

The contributing NIADA Artists for the 2019 Souvenirs 
are: Joy Calhoon, Chris Chomick, Ankie Daanen, Susan 
Fosnot, Lesley Keeble, Diane Keeler, Pat Lillich, Victoria 
Rose Martin, Joe MacPhale, Cindee Moyer, Sandra 
Oglesby, Leslie O’Leary, Jo-Ellen Trilling, and Neva 
Waldt. We think that you will be pleasantly surprised!
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HOTEL PHILLIPS MATCHBOOKS
Shelley Thornton was recently going through 

her Aunt’s matchbook collection and found an old 
HOTEL PHILLIPS matchbook! Chris Chomick had 
in the past created a series of vintage matchbooks. 
Coincidence or Fate? Using a scan of the original 
Hotel Phillips matchbook from Shelley, Chris revised 

her artwork to create a unique souvenir to commemorate time spent 
in Kansas City and our stay at this historic hotel.

FIRESIDE CHAT: LEGEND & LEGACY
After the keynote address join us Friday evening in 

the Hotel Phillips Mezzanine for the FIRESIDE CHAT:
Legend & Legacy - Stories and Inspiration, an intimate 
conversation with van craig, who will be accompanied 
by NIADA Artist Dustin Poché. Cards will be provided after 
the keynote address to add your questions for van craig and will 
be collected as you leave the room.  MODERATOR: Barbara Campbell 

 H
oliday w

indow
 by van craig
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CHALLENGE DOLL
The Hotel Phillips was the 

stepping-off point for selecting 
the ‘Prohibition Era’, 1920-1933, 
for our Challenge Doll.   

A challenge doll is an 
artistic exploration of how each 
individual interprets and 
represents the theme. This theme 
may be well defined or merely 
a phrase. Participants render 
their work, in this case, honoring 
the doll making tradition, and 
submits it for exhibition at the 
Conference. Submitted dolls 
should be all original designs 
and completely fabricated by the 
artist using any material.

Dolls must be no larger than 
24″ in diameter and must not 
exceed 30″ in height.

The “Prohibition Era” Challenge dolls will be on display Saturday 
in the Phillips Room. 

GUEST VENDOR: JENNIFER OSNER
Jennifer Osner will be returning and selling 

antique and vintage textiles at the conference. 
Jennifer has  been a textile merchant since 1978. She travels 
nationwide acquiring and selling, antique ribbon collections, lace, 
and other textiles.  Her customers include milliners, doll costumers, 
designers, movie studios, and all types of artists and crafters.

PHOTOGRAPHER: LLOYD WILSON 
Our conference photographer, Lloyd Wilson, 

will be available Friday and Saturday. NIADA 
has commissioned one photo for each NIADA 
Artist. Conference attendees may also schedule 

a time to have dolls photographed. The fee is $45 per doll, paid 
directly to the photographer. Sign-up at the Registration Desk.

FLEA MARKET
The “Flea Market” is open to all conference attendees 

to purchase all sorts of items often at Bargain prices. You will find 
fabrics, trims, buttons, and unusual, hand-crafted items that will 
delight and get those creative juices flowing! Conference attendees 
can also register to sell items at the flea market, but please note the 
only Dolls to be on sale at the conference are by NIADA Artists. 

CRITIQUES
Critiques occur at the Annual NIADA Conference. All conference 

attendees are welcome to register for a NIADA Artist Critique. 
This is a great opportunity to discuss your doll making aspirations, 
troubleshoot technical issues and develop your work under the 
guidance of a NIADA Artist. 
Attending critiques regularly is an 
excellent way to keep developing 
your work. NIADA’s goal is to 
nurture and guide you through 
these critiques to help you become 
the best artist you can be.

Visiting Artists who are in 
the process of applying for 
NIADA Artist Membership must 
complete an Artist Membership 
Critique as a component of the 
application process. This critique 
is conducted by a selection 
of NIADA Artists and gives 
applicants the opportunity to have 
a rigorous discussion regarding 
their work and their aspirations 
to become a NIADA Artist. 

The fee for each critique is $25. You may bring up to three dolls 
to each critique; you may apply for a maximum of two critiques. 
Attendees may sign up for a Critique or Artist Membership Critique 
when registering for the Annual Conference. Please contact the 
Critique Registrar, Leslie O’Leary, with any questions. 

CRITIQUE EXHIBITION
All Visiting Artists registered for a Critique are invited to exhibit 

their dolls at the Critique Exhibition for Conference attendees to 
view.  The Visiting Artist Critique dolls will be on display Saturday 
in the Phillips Room. If you have any questions please contact the 
Critique Registrar, Leslie O’Leary.
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Classi� ed Ads

Introducing our 
Newest Member

INGA IVASHCHENKO
Porcelain artist from Moscow, 

Russia was voted in as the 2018 
NIADA Artist member.

LESLEY KEEBLE 
Teal & Pink Warrior

NINA TUGARINA
Donna

NEVA WALDT
Back in the Saddle Again

JOY CALHOON
Lucia

TATIANA BAEVA
Gloria

IMA NARODITSKAYA
To the Golden City

NIADA art scene

DONNA MAY ROBINSON 
Buckaroo Bradley

DIANE KEELER
Alice at the Tea Party

PAT LILLICH
Emergence

ANKIE DAANEN
Smokey Guy

MARLAINE VERHELST
On the Road

SHELLEY THORNTON
Alma

THERESA MAY
Citadel




